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PHILOSOPHICAL 

TRANSACTIONS. 


For the Month* of January and February. 

February 9, 1 6ll. 

~ The C O N T E N T sT ~~ 

An Account of fome uncommon Mineral Subfiances , found in 
Eogliftl CoaUand Iron-Mines* A Defiription of certain fi¬ 
gured Stones like Plants , juppofed by fome to be Plants petri¬ 
fied* A Reprefentation of an Icy mountain in Helvetia , for¬ 
merly described. A Letter giving notice to the Public of a New 
way of preferring the Hulls of ships from fForms t 8cc.Tbe Natu¬ 
ral Hiftory of Mufick>jfn Account of two Booths : I, MVS1CA 
SfECVLATIVA del Mengoli, II, Georg.Wedclii Specimen 
de Sale Volatili Plantarum*An Advertifement concerning a Re¬ 
medy to prevent the Rot in Sheep , at this prefent time much 
complain'd of in England. 

An Account of two uncommon Mineral Subftances, found in 
fome Coal and Iron-Mines of England 3 as it was given by 
the Intelligent and Learned Mr. Jeflbp of Bromhal in Torf- 
(hire to the ingenious Mr.Elder t and by him communicated 
to the Publijher in a letter of January 7,1 

SIR, 74 * 


T Hat this Letter may be the more acceptable to you, I 
fhall communicate fome Excerpt a , taken out of the 
Letters, which that Ioquifitive and Learu’d Gentleman Mr. 
Jefiop ispleafed ro honour me with. I will give, ('faith he) the 
beft anfwer 1 can in Ihort to the Queftions, you put to me in 
your laft, 

1. The Fungus fubierraneus ,1 fent you a large quantity of, 
was gotten io a Rocky Lime-ftone ground, on a Common a- 
bout two milts diftant from Cafileton in the Peake of Darby- 
fhire, 15 or 1 6 yards deep,in the Old man (as they call a Mine 
formerly wrought and ftopt up) covered with earth,that had 
either fallen or was thrown in. There is no coal-bed that is 
known of within five or fix miles of the place. 
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Of this Fungus by Mr. JeJfips procurement I received (faith 
Mr .Lifter') a good quantity 3 and yet I am not able to fay, in 
what form it grows. It does not feem to me to have any con- 
ftant (hape j at left the pieces that I receiv’d are much like 
Peats or Turff, cut up in the high moors } both in the footy co¬ 
lour and inward fubftance; this only is more clammy and 
tough.and dries not. And feme of this fungous fubftance is ve¬ 
ry fpft and like gtlly* In and about the more folid pieces, ^of 
which I have feme, half a foot fquare,) are many big lumps of 
a bituminous fubftance*This bitumen is very inflammable like 
Rcfiri jit is very light,it breaks firm,and ftiiues likegoodAioes^ 
and for color,it is not much unlike itjfave that it is moredark- 
color’d and purplilh j yet there is much of it of a dark green 
color. We diftill’d a parcel of it, which yielded us an Acidu* 
lous limpid water ; then, a white liquor, which was, I guefj, 
from fomc of the Oily parts precipitate. And in the iaft place, 
a copiousyellow Oyl, not unlike that of Succinum or Pitch* 
In the neck of the Retort we could difeeru no Volatil Saigas 
in the like proeefs upon Amber. Whether this ows its Origi¬ 
nal to a Vegetable, or is truly a con ere t Mineral Joyce and a 
fofiil Bitume, I forbear to determine. I have not read of any 
fuch fungous Earth, in which bitumen naturally grows and ad* 
hcres: And the finding of it in an Old mine doth much fa* 
vour the firft opinion of being a Vegetable fubftance 5 either 
the very fubftance of the proppsof Wood,they make ufe of 
in lining and fupportiDg the Grooves, thus alter’d , or certain 
fungus's growing out of them. That Birch, (of which there is 
great plenty and hath been vaft woods all thefe mountanous 
parts of England over) will yield a bitumen, as limpid as the 
fap is which runs from it by tapping, if we nov/had the skill 
to extra# it, Pliny is very exprefs, /* 16. r* 18* Bitumen exBe- 
tula Galli excoquunt * And mere-over it is certain,that much of 
that wood, if not all, which is dugg up in the high moors of 
Craven, and which the people there call and ufe {ox Candle* 
wood, is no other than Birch , as it appears from the grain and 
bark s and yet this wood kindieth flames,and exudats a rofio, 
which makes many pronounce it very Firr-wood. Whatever 
this bitumen is, which this Fungus fubterraneus yields, it much 
differs from the Asphaltum of the Shopps 5 and you may com¬ 
mand 
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mand a Specimen of it,that it may be better examin’d by more 
skilful Naturalifts. 

2. There is an other Mineral Juyce in thcfe parts of Eng - 
land, which I have much inquired after , and have longed to 
fee 5 and now I am likely to be fatisfied,as you may think by 
Mr. JeJfopi words: Captain Wainff aith he]<* diligent andknow - 
ingperfon in Mines, gave me a White Liquor , re (entitling Cream 
bath in colour and conjijlence, which he found in great quantities 
at the bottom of a Coal-pit , 49 yards deep , which I referve for you* 
Eut this is not all the information that hath been given me a- 
bout this White Liquor* Mr* George Planton , a curious 2nd ve¬ 
ry intelligent perfcn, writes thus to me from Sheriff Hales in 
ShropChire : Ifhall trouble you with an Obfervation , l lately met 
with in our Iron-mines , ejpecially that which the Country people 
here call the White Mine, which yields the belt Iron-Hone* The 
Miners do commonly . upon the breaking of a Stone , meet with a 
great quantity of a rvhitifh milky Liquor finclofedin the Center of 
it $ they fometimes find a Hogshead contain'd in one cavity fits in 
tajlefweetifh , only it hath a Vitriolic and lron-like twang with 
it. 

So far Mr .Lifler and his friends, from whofe generofity we 
have received a parcel of each of thefe fubftances for fur¬ 
ther examination. 

J Defeription of certain Stones figured like Plants , and by (ome 
Obferving men etfeemed to be Plants petrified: Communicated 
to the Publifherfy the fame Mr.LifttrfromYorkNovewb.^ih, 
1673. 

SIR , 

I N this paper I fend you £n Account of fome of the Parts 
of certain Stone r figured like Plants 3 which Agricola (5° 
Fejfilium') calls Trochits^ud the compound ones Entrochi ; we 
in Englifb, St, Cutberds beads. 

Agricola will have them akin for fubfhnceto the Lapides 
judaici j and, indeed, thele are of an opique and darken* 
loured Sparr $ though I have of them from lome parts of Eng¬ 
land of a white sparr or Gawky . as our Miners call it : They 
all break like Flint, pol fh d and Chining* 

Put into Vinegar (. faith he) they buble : Atque etiam repe- 
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